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Otwithftanding  the  ProvL 
fion  fettled  by  our  Laws, 
and  the  Collections  made 
by  the  Charity  of  well* 
difpofed  Chriftians,  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor  ;  ’tis  obvious  to  any 
one  that  walks  the  Streets,  that  the  fame 
is  not  fufficient  to  preferve  great  Num¬ 
bers  of  them  from  Beggary,  to  the  great 
Grief  of  all  good  Men,  and  the  no  fmalf 
Reproach  of  our  Religion  and  Coun¬ 
trey. 

Whether  this  proceeds  from  any 
DefeCf,  or  Mifapplication  and  Abufe  in 

A  2  the 


C  4  ) 

the  Provifion  made  for  the  Poor,  is  not 
here  enquired  into  :  But  if  the  Necessi¬ 
ties  of  thofe  who  are  in  Health,  be  (till 
fo  incompetently  provided  for,  how  de¬ 
plorable  muft  the  Condition  be  of  fuch 
Perfons,  whofe  Poverty  is  accompanied 
with  Sicknefs ;  who  not  only  want  the 
Neceilaries  of  Life,  but  are  render’d 
incapable,  either  by  their  Labour  or 
otherwife,  to  procure  them,  and  are  de- 
ftitute  of  all  Remedies  and  Helps  that 
may  be  proper  for  their  Recovery  ? 
What  but  a  languifhing  and  inevitable 
Death  can  be  the  Confequence.of  fuch 
complicated  Miferies,  except  a  timely 
Relief  from  charitable  Perfons  prevent: 

it  ? 

?T  i  s  true,  frequent  Attempts  have: 
been  made  for  making  a  better  Provifion 
for  the  Poor,  but  they  have  hitherto 
prov’d  ineffeftual  ;  and  indeed  it  feems 
to  be  above  the  Power  of  Humane  Laws 
to  remedy  this  Evil.  Nothing  but  the 
Revival  of  the  true  Chriftian  Spirit  of 
Juftice  and  Charity  in  the  Perfons  eiirn 
ployed  to  take  Care  of  the  Poor,  and  the 
voluntary  Afliftance  of  others,  afted  by 
the  fame  Spirit,  and  lending  their  helping 
Hand  to  fo  good  a  Work,  can  effe&u-. 
ally  redrefs  the  Grievances  they  fuffer 


1 


(  5  ) 

and  make  their  deplorable  Condition 
more  tolerable  and  eafie  to  them.  ; 

For  this  Purpofe,  A  Propofal  for  the 
more  eafie  and  effectual  Relief  of  the  Sick 
and  Needy ,  by  Erecting  of  Voluntary  Charita¬ 
ble  Societies ,  having  been  communicated 
to  fome  Perfons,  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  Promoting  of  feveral  pious  a'nd 
charitable  Works;  after  fome  Meetings 
had  on  that  Subjeft,  they  did  refolve, 
iwith  God’s  Grace  and  Affiftance,  to  un¬ 
dertake  and  carry  on  the  Defign  men^ 
fctioned  in  the  faid  Propofaf  and  agreed 
to  meet  conftantly  once  a  Week  for  that 
Purpofe,  and  have  now  actually  begun 
to  put  the  lame  in  Execution. 

,  f 

But  as  this  Work  will  require  many 
&Hands,  and  large  Supplies,  not  only  to 
raife  a  fufficient  Fund  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Sick  and  Needy ,  but  alfb  for  the  due 
Management  and  Application  of^this 
Charity,  they  do  hereby  invite  all  good 
Chriftians  and  well-difpofed  Perfons  to 
loin  in  Promoting  this  good  Defign; 
whereof  ’tis  thought  proper  to  give  the 
following  Account. 
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I.  Whereas  many  poor  Sick  People 
are  fuffer’d  to  languid),  and  fometimes 
to  perifli  for  want  of  timely  Relief  and 
Afliftance  ;  The  Charitable  Society  pro¬ 
poses  to  provide  fuch  with  the  neceffary 
Food  and  Phyfick  during  their  Illnefs ; 
to  procure  them  the  Advice  of-Phyfici- 
ans,  or  the  Afliftance  of  Surgeons  ;  to 
allow  them  Nurfes  where  neceflary,  and 
to  engage  fome  good  charitable  Women 
to  vifit  them,  to  aflift  and  comfort 
them,  and  from  Time  to  Time  report 
their  Condition  and  Wants.  And  if 
the  Sick  Per  [on  be  one  that  has  a  Penfion 
from  the  Parifh,  or  a  Right  to  it,  the 
Society  will  take  Care  to  inform  the  Pa- 
rifh-Officers  of  their  Condition,  and 
follicit  Relief  for  them. 

5  *; 

II.  WH  ereas  many  poor  honejl  Women 
with  Child  are  often  turn’d  out  of  their 
Lodgings  when  they  are  near  their  Time, 
and  fometimes  when  their  Pains  are  upon 
them,  and  otherwife  fuffer  extremely 
during  the  Time  of  their  Lying-in,  for 
want  of  Things  neceflary  for  Women 
in  their  Condition  ;  by  which  means 
they  contract  Indifpofitions,  and  both 
their  own  Lives,  and  the  Lives  of  the: 
poor  Infants,  are  in  great  Jeopardy;, 
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5|the  Charitable  Society  propofes  to  provide 
;fuch  poor  Women  during  the  Time  of 
3their  Lying-in,  with  fuch  Things  as 
sfhall  be  necejflfary  for  them,  and  with 
iNurfes  to  take  Care  of  them,  where 
):hey  have  no  Friend  or  Relation  that 
lban  do  it. 


III.  W  hereas  nothing  can  more 
iladd  to  the  Mifery  of  a  poor  fick  Per- 
ifon,  than  Confinement  in  a  clofe,  un- 
Iwholfome  Place,  (  fuch  as  Prifons  com- 
>monly  are)  the  Charitable  Society  pur- 
(pofes  likewife  to  vifit  the  Prifons,  and 
fupply  the  Prifoners  who  are  fick  with 
Things  proper  for  their  Diftempers,  fo 
far  as  their  Stock  fhal]  enable  them. 

I 
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IV.  Whereas  many  poor  Stran¬ 
gers,  from  different  Parts  of  the 
iWorld,  fuffer  extream  Hardfhips,  and 
[that  fuch  are  in  a  particular  Manner 
recommended  to  the  Compaffion  and 
Affiftance  of  God’s  People  and  Chil¬ 
dren,  both  in  the  Law,  and  by  the 
Gofpel  ;  the  Charitable  Society  propoles 
to  relieve  fuch  poor  Strangers,  and  to 
help  them  to  return  to  their  Native 
Countrey. 
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V.  But  the  Charitable  Society  has 
ftill  a  further  Good  in  View  ;  which  is, 
to  take  Care  of  the  Souls  of  thofe  who 
are  Sick  and  Needy ,  as  well  as  of  their 
Bodies;  it  being  certain  that  many  poor 
People  die,  without  ever  feeking  or  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Things  which  are  neceffary 
to  their  Salvation  :  For  the  Good  of 
the  natural  Life,  if  it  be  alone,  is  no 
better  than  that  of  the  Beafts  which 
perifh  ;  and  the  Spiritual  Wants  and 
Difeafes  of  the  Poor,  are  generally  as 
great  (though  not  always  fo  vifible ) 
as  thofe  of  their  Bodies.  Now,  if  at  any 
Time,  thofe  who  have  followed  evil 
Courfes,  will  hearken  to  good  Advice, 
it  is  in  the  Time  of  their  Affli&ion, 
efpecially  when  it  comes  from  Perfons 
that  give  them  fuch  convincing  Proofs 
of  their  good  Will  towards  them,  by 
Relieving  their  Neceffi ties  ;  The  Society's 
Defign  therefore  is,  to  ufe  all  poffible 
Endeavours  to  reclaim  and  bring  fuch 
to  a  fincere  and  hearty  Repentance, 
and  to  difpofe  them  to  a  w'ortfay  and 
pious  Communion  :  And  in  order  to 
this,  to  give  Notice  to  the  Minifter  oft 
the  Parifli  of  their  State  and  Place: 
of  Abode,  who  may  vifit  them  if  his  i 
Time  penjiits ;  or  to  procure  fome  o- 
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ther  Clergyman  to  attend  them,  and 
to  appoint  others  to  vifit  them,  who 
are  capable  to  give  them  good  Advice, 
and  to  read  to  them  in  Books  provided 
for  that  purpofe. 


In  order  to  carry  on  this  pious  and 
charitable  Defign,  it  will  be  necelfary  to 
eftablifh  particular  Society  in  diftant 
Parts  of  this  great  City,  and  ( if  it  flhall 
fucceed  )  in  every  Parifh  thereof,  who 
( may  be  mutually  helpful  and  affiftant 
;  to  one  another,  and  all  under  the  Di- 
i  region  of  one  General  Society.  It  will 
alfo  be  necelfary  to  have  fotne  certain 
i:  Places  for  Repofitories,  to  receive  all 
]  Things  which  fhall  be  fent  in  for  the 
!  Relief  and  Supplies  of  the  Sick  and 
Needy  ;  and  fome  honeft  and  careful 
"Perfons  to  look  after  them,  and  a  Mef- 
sfenger  to  go  about  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
i!  Society . 


That  fuch  a  Defign  ( could  it  take 
Effect)  would  greatly  tend  to  the  Glory 
of  God,  the  Honour  of  our  Holy  Re¬ 
ligion,  the  great  Comfort  and  Relief 
I  of  the  Sick  and  Needy ,  and  derive  a 
Bleffing  on  this  City,  is  what  will  be 
readily  granted.  And  how  fuccefsfu% 
might  it  be  carried  on,  would  all  thofe, 

who 
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who  are  capable  of  Promoting  it,  con¬ 
tribute  their  feveral  Parts  thereto  ? 

Would  they  who  are  Rich  in  this 
World,  labour  to  be  proportionably 
rich  towards  God,  and  abound  in  good 
Works,  we  might  foon  Hope  to  fee  the 
Neceflities  of  the  Sick  and  Needy  effeftu- 
ally  fupplied  and  provided  for. 

Would  all  others,  who  have  not 
Money  to  give,  yet  give  what  they  have 
to  (pare;  as  Broken  Victuals,  old  Cloaths, 
Linen,  Beds,  Bedding,  Chairs,  Stools, 
Pots,  Difhes,  Glades,  &c,  fuch  Things 
would  be  of  great  Ufe  to  the  Poor; 
there  being  nothing  fo  inconfiderable, 
but  may  be  ferviceable  to  the  Occofions 
of  feme  one  or  other  poor  and  lick 
Per  foil. 

Would  all  thofe  of  either  Sex,  who 
are  freed  from  the  Incumbrances  and 
Diffractions  of  Worldly  Affairs;  would 
thofe  who  have  much  Time  lying  upon 
their  Hands,  employ  fome  part  of  that  pre¬ 
cious  Time,  which  is  too  commonly  fpent 
in  unneceffary  Vifits,  unprofitable  Con¬ 
versation,  and  vain  Diverfions ;  would 
they  employ  it,  I  fay,  in  Vifiting  and  1 
Comforting  the  Sick,  in  Reading  to  them,  1 
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in  Making  or  Mending  for  them,  in 
Preparing  Cordial  Waters,  &c.  or  in  Sol¬ 
licking  fuch  as  are  able  to  relieve  them  ; 
:how  would  they  at  the  faij#  time  ad¬ 
vance  the  Defigns  o£?ti$%  Society ,  and 
their  own  Eternal  Intereft  ? 

How  may  the  Phyficians,  Surgeons, 
land  Apothecaries,  help  to  carry  on  this 
good  Work,  and  entitle  themfelves  to 
a  good  Reward  hereafter,  if  they  be 
;ready  to  affift  the  Sick  and  Needy  in 
their  feveral  Profeffions  ?  How  highly 
Serviceable  may  the  Clergy  be,  whole 
whole  Time  is  dedicated  to  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  God,  and  the  Salvation  of 
:Sou!s,  if  not  only  fuch  of  them  as  live 
jin  Town,  but  thofe  alfo  who  are  l>ere 
:at  any  Time  upon  their  lawful  Occafi- 
ons.  Shall  gladly  embrace  this  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  Good  to  the  Souls  of 
[Men,  in  Vifiting  the  Sick,  Affifting  them 
with  their  Prayers,  and  fuitable  Ad¬ 
vice  ;  exhorting  them  to  bear  their 
Wants  and  Sufferings  with  Patience, 
and  to  be  reconciled  to  their  God  and 
^Saviour,  by  a  hearty  Repentance,  and 
Sincere  Refolutions  of  Amendment  of 

Life. 
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In  a  Word;  What  Perfon  is  there, 
who  may  not  fome  way  or  other  con¬ 
tribute  to  promote  this  Charitable  De- 
fign,  when  the  leaf!  thing  that  is  done 
or  given  for  the  Sake  of  Jesus  Chrjst, 
to  the  Sick  and  Needy ,  fhall  be  remem- 
bred  at  the  great  Day  of  Retribution, 
and  rewarded  ?  when  even  a  Cup  of  cold 
Water  given  to  a  Difciple ,  in  the  Name  of  a 
Dtfciple ,  jJjall  not  loje  its  Reward?  And 
who  would  not  ftrive  to  do  fomething, 
when  fo  fmall  a  Thing  is  accepted , 
and  fhall  be  rewarded  hereafter?  And 
what  nobler  Ufe  can  be  made  of  the 
good  Things  of  this  World,  than  to  be- 
ftow  them  fo  as  to  advance  the  Glory 
of  God,  the  Good  of  our  Fellow-Crea¬ 
tures,  and  our  own  Perfection  and  Hap- 
pinefs  hereafter?  And  what  Care  ought 
every  one  to  take,  that  nothing  in  his 
Poffeffion  be  wafted,  fpoiled,  or  de*- 
ftroyed  through  Negligence,  which  may 
be  of  Service  to  his  Fellow-Creature  ? 
which  may  help  to  feed,  or  to  cloath, 
or  to  fave  the  Life  of  one,  who  is  made 
in  the  Image  of  God  as  much  as  him- 
felf ;  feeing  our  Bleffed  Lord,  who, 
tho1  he  fed  five  Thoufand  Perfons  by 
a  miraculous  Increafe  of  Bread  and 
Fifh,  yet  would  not  fuffer  the  Fragments 
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that  remain’d  to  be  loft,  but  commanded 
them  to  be  carefully  gathered  up  and 
preferved  ? 

Let  all  good  Chriftians  then  refolve 
to  give  their  helping  Hand  to  this  good 
Work,  and  heartily  join  in  Promoting 
fo  Charitable  a  Defign ;  To  which  there 
needs  nothing  further  be  urged  as  a 
Motive  to  perfwade  them,  than  to  put 
them  in  Mind  of  the  Example  of  our 
common  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  went 
about  doing  Good ,  healing  every  Sicknefs 
and  every  Difeafe  afnong  the  People ; 

|  who  refufed  not  the  meaneft  Office  to 
ferve  others,  and  ftooped  down  even  to 
the  wa filing  his  Difciples  Feet ;  who, 
though  he  was  Rich ,  yet  made  himje{f  Poor 
I  for  our  Sakes,  and  therefore  recommends 
;  the  Poor  to  us  for  his  Sake,  reckoning 
i  what  is  done  on  that  Score  to  them,  as 
:  done  to  himfelf ;  and  who,  in  a  Word, 
puts  the  final  Iffue  of  the  Salvation  or 
Condemnation  of  all  who  profefs  to  be 
his  Followers,  on  the  faithful  Difcharge 
)  or  Negiedt  of  that  Precept  of  Divine 
I  Love  and  Charity,  which  is  heft  known 
by  the  genuine  Fruits  of  it  defcribcd  in 
thatPaffage  of SCMattbem’s  Gofpel,  Chap. 
:  xxv.  Come  ye  Blejfed  of  my  father ,  inherit  the 
.  Kjngdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  Begin- 


(  1 4  ) 

ning  of  the  Wctld.  For  I  was  an  Hungred , 
and  ye  gave  me  Meat :  1  was  Tbirfy ,  and 
ye  gave  me  Drink  :  I  was  a  Stranger ,  and 
ye  took  me  in  :  Naked,  and  ye  Cloatbed  me  : 
1  was  Sick ,  and  ye  Vifited  me  :  I  was  in 
Prifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me,  — — -  Verily , 
/  I ay  unto  you,  inafmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  leaf  of  thefe  my  Brethren , 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 


